
 
Imprint No.: 1796.010 

Short Title: Form for Commission as Lieutenant in Virginia Militia. 

 

Author: Brooke, Robert (1761-1800), governor. 

Title: The commonwealth of Virginia. To [blank] Gentleman: Know you, that from the special trust 
and confidence reposed in your fidelity, courage, activity, and good conduct, and upon the 
recommendation of the court of the county of [blank] our governor, pursuant to the act, "For 
regulating the militia of this commonwealth," doth appoint you the said [blank] Lieutenant in 
the [blank] Battalion of the [blank] Regiment, the [blank] Brigade and [blank] Division of the 
said Militia, to take rank as such, agreeably to the number and date hereof. In testimony 
whereof, these our letters are sealed with the seal of the commonwealth, and made patent. 
Witness [blank] Esquire, our said governor, at Richmond, this [blank] day of [blank] 
179[blank]. (Registered.) 

Place Issued: Richmond 

Issuing Press: Augustine Davis 

Description: 1 sheet [1 pg.]; 32 cm. x 19 cm. (broadside). 

 

Notes: This commission was a direct result of reorganization of the state militia in 1796 under an act 
of the November 1795 Assembly (see 1796.008) and Brooke's asking the county courts to 
recommend candidates to command new militia units (1796.007). 

Only recorded copy held by Library Company of Philadelphia (acquired from the Michael 
Zinman Collection of Early American Imprints) has manuscript completions of the blanks 
herein dated November 10, 1796 commissioning James Bryant of Montgomery County as a 
lieutenant in a cavalry troop there; signed in manuscript by Governor Brooke and Adjutant 
General Samuel Coleman as well. 

Sheet lacks printer credit; printing such forms was a responsibility of the public printer, then 
Augustine Davis, hence the attribution here. 

 

IVP Associated Names: Augustine Davis (119) 
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