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An avowedly partisan work, Callender wrote in the preface to its first volume (1800.019) that 
the "design of this book is to exhibit the multiplied corruptions of the federal government, 
and more especially, the misconduct of the president, Mr. Adams" [p. 3]. The result was his 
arrest, trial, and conviction for seditious libel under the Sedition Act of 1798 after publishing 
that first volume in May 1800. Callender wrote the second volume in his Richmond jail cell 
before being pardoned by Jefferson in March 1801, publishing it in two parts, the first part 
(1800.020) in fall 1800 and this part in the ensuing winter. 

Production of this volume completed by the press of Henry Pace, a Englishman who arrived 
in Richmond in late 1800; this was apparently his first sizable publication there. Callender still 
sold this work through the offices of Samuel Pleasants and Thomas Field, as he had the 
earlier volumes, but in choosing Pace, he was beginning to distance himself from Richmond's 
Republican circles, which became an open and bitter break after Jefferson's inauguration. 
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