
 
Imprint No.: 1818.121 

Short Title: Memorial of Inhabitants on Rivers of Western Virginia (Virginia). 

 

Author: Inhabitants of the Country Bordering on the Western Virginia Rivers. 

Title: To the honorable speaker and the gentlemen of the House of Delegates of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. The memorial of the underwritten inhabitants of the country 
bordering on the James River and its branches, the Greenbrier, the New River, the Kanawha, 
and the Ohio, respectfully represents ... 

Place Issued: Virginia 

Issuing Press: Uncertain 

Description: 1 sheet [1 pg.]; 32 cm. x 22 cm. (broadside), with an additional leaf of manuscript signatures 

 

Notes: Sheet lacks colophon and date; only known copy is held by the Library of Virginia. Petitioners 
here asked that Assembly incorporate a company to build new transportation links from the 
James River to the rivers of the western Virginia counties emptying into the Ohio River; this 
petition was received by House of Delegates on December 19, 1818, so establishing its date. 

Language herein replicates that in the Memorial of Kanawha County Committee for Internal 
Improvements (1817.109), which first met in September 1817 in the recently incorporated 
town of Charleston, and the Memorial of Inhabitants on Rivers of Western Virginia (Federal) 
submitted to the first session of the Fifteenth Congress (1818.120); as no press operated in 
Charleston until 1820, item evidently issued from a press located elsewhere; the run of the 
committee's initial imprints held by LVA suggests a Richmond origin, but such an attribution 
is speculative at best, so the indeterminacy here. 

The Assembly's deliberations over this request led to a resolution (No. 2, passed February 26, 
1819) asking state's Boards of Public Works to determine "best practicable communication 
for improving trade" and submit an estimate for building that route to the next Assembly. 
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